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" only 8 short jaust 1o the post offtce, John Jr. was sested, unbuckied in the: ,

Sunday. March 10, 1885

In my opinion

We’d never shiﬁ china unprotected |
' | ByHANKWEISS .., . .
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IT WAS A LOVELY early-winter Saturday morniug: the clear, crisp-and

" Invigorating kind that encouraged accomplishing several of those everyday:

chores of living the Jones household put off until the weekeud.

Naturally, the same infectious energy that motivated Mrs. Jones that fine'
morning had long since touched John Jr.. 8, and Salty, 1%, a5 delightful
squeals of ramburctious laughter could be heard from the family toom. .

Allin all, it was a typical start to a typical day in the Jones household. One;
of the most important chores to he accomplished that morning was packing

up Uncle Bob's holiday gift and the set of fine chine teacups for Aunt Margel :

The cups were a rare find at one of last Sunday’s local garage sales; the kind

.. of treasure that makes the hunt worth al the tromping around,

Mrs. Jones gazed longingly at the marvelous designs and fragile shapes,”
moumentarily lost in childhood memories, yet deliberate in her caution and:
care as she indlvidually wrapped, padded and boxed each plece. It was a-
good packing job, resdy for mailing. Mrs. Jones even ailowed a faint pod of:
satisfaction as gentle shaking proved a snug fit and proper separation of the]
precious contents, : R

Betore noon, afl the household chores were done. At last, the children:
were out of their night clothes, dressed and ready to accompany Mom and]
Dad on the short drive to the post office and grocery store. =

Preparation for the trip proceeded as usual. Sally was put into her infant:
safety seat, as the law required, and was carefully buckled In. Because it was

back, Just like Mom and Dad up front.
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Mr. Jones backed the car out of the driveway, checked for traffic, and-
slowly pulled away. Ten minutes later, a5 usual, the stop was made at the'
post office. While Mr. Jones walited with the kids, Mrs. Jones hurried in ol
pay for Insurance and postage. The postal clerk look the package marked’
fragile (in at least a dozen piaces) and started it on its long fourney to Aunt,
Marge and Uncle Bob. N

. The last errand was the short trip to the grocery store. But today the Jones‘: !
- family didn’t make it. They were traveling about 35 mph when they collided ;
- head on with another car. The Joneses’ car, of course, stopped very quickly.:

A few thousandths of a second later, Mr. Jones collided with the steéring~ -

wheel and Mrs. Jones struck the windshield and dashboard. Their cuts were
severe and disfiguring and the broken hones took awhile to heal, but their;.

Injuries were survivable. Little Sally was frightened by the noise and suddefie 1

movement and began to cry, but was not injured because she was securelysy
anchored in the safety seat. John Jr. was thrown forward at 35 miles a hour;
when his body tlipped over the front seat, smashing him. against the front?’
windshield and dashboard. Before help could arrive, he died of a broken ;
[

neck. .
Flve days later the postoian rang the doorbelf st the heme of Aunt Marges

" and Uncle Bob. He had a package of unbroken teacups to daliver. There W&S; ’

no apswer. .. they were at John Jr.'s fupersl. i
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) clous gjﬂ:s unprotected, and some will be horribly broken. .
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We like to think we are ressonabie people. Few would entrust unpmteétedf B
teacups to the US mail without proper packaging to restrain, cuskion and .
Pprotect our monetary investments, We expect shipped materinls to undergo ! .
bouncing, falls and rough handling and package them appropriately. Yeg, *
what about ourselves and our loved ones? : ;

We know that a gar will undergo “rough handlieg™ and will probably be!
invoived in a serious crash sometime in its lifetime of use. We know that )
erash-packaging of the human cargo — through infant safety seats, toddler -
restraints, seat belts and air bags — will protect occupants from -serious 3
harm {n most collisions. Yet & of every 10 infaats, 7 of every 10 toddlers, and }
8 of every 10 drivers and passengers nationwide are not properly restrained s .
tecause most peaple wili not take the time to ensure the proper use of re.
straint devices. - . 3

Mandatory seat-heit laws, as proposed for Wisconsin, can help convinces -
more people to buckie up themselves and their children. However, the best, :
device to ensure that crash packaging iz always avallable and will be used?
when needed is the air bag. ) i :

Unfortunately, an air bag cannot be purchassd for the overwhelming ma- .
Jority ol cars on the road, and the US Transportation Department's recent
rullng on the subject virtually guarantees that for the next few years, at* .
least, air bags wiil not be available on most cars. . : e

The result is all 106 predictable. We wili continue to ship our most pre- =

Hank Weiss is injury control coordinator in the Section of Enw‘mumen:al? .
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